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ZEM
-S—E—C—R—E—F-SPBXE- SECTION ONE OF ELEVEN, 2/00/_ NCK/R598-72 SPOT RE
SONGBIRD ‘AVNZAVIA,OPER,DAMC/I. 19 DEC 72 NSAZUWCNS)-HCF=VRDE: NVN_AND
Rtglg%ffons OF AND REACTIONS TO AIR STRIKES 18 DECEMBER 1972 ON
492 AND 2237Z NORTH VIETNAMESE (NVN) Aun THE
_AIR DEFENSE FACILITIES REFLECTED U.S. AIRCRAFT
DPERATING OVER NORTH VIETNAM, NVN AIR SURVEILLANCE (ASV) FACILITIES.REFLECTED A
YOTAL OF AT LEAST 284 AIRCRAFT, 69 IDENTIFIED AS B52'S, OPERATING 'IN THE AREAS
OF NA SAN, HDA LAC, KEP, YEN BAY, PHUC YEN, HANOI, HAIPHONG, THANH HOA DONG
SUONG AND LANG SON. IN ADDITION, TWO OF THESE AIRCRAFT WERE IDENTIFIED AS
F-111°'S, ONE OP NG IN THE KEP AND YEN BAI AREAS AND:.THE OTHER OPERATING IN
THE HANOX AREA. LASV FACILITIES REFLECTED A TOTAL OF 15 AIRCRAFT, 3 RAIDS
WERE IDENTIFIED AS YO TYPE AND 12 WERE IDENTIFIED AS SMALL TYPES UPERATING IN .
THE AREAS OF HANOI, PHUC YEN, KEP, HAIPHONG, YEN.BAI AND LANG SON. FOUR B-52'S
“YARE KNOWN TO HAVE SUSTAINED BATTLE DAMAGE AS A RESULT OF SURFACE-TO-AIR MISSILE
LAUNCHES. THREE OF THESE B-52'S, ONE FROM CHARCOAL (B3) CELL, ONE FROM PEACH . . S
(#2) CELL, AND ONE FROM ROSE (@1) CELL SUBSEQUENTLY CRASHED ‘AS A RESULT OF . . '
THEIR DAMAGES. THE FOURTH B52 FROM LILAC CELL ALTHOUGH SEVERLY DAMAGED WAS ABLE o
T0:,RECOVER SAFELY AT UTAPAD, THAILAND. THE CREWS OF LILAC AND.PEACH (@2) CELLS Cow
HAVE BEEN SAFELY RECOVERED. A PRILIMARY REPORT ON THE STATUS.GF THE CREW OF
CHARCOAL ‘P3. REVEALED THAT TWO CREWMEMBERS WERE DEAD AND THREE WERE CAPTURED.
THE STATUS OF THE CREWS OF ROSE (P1) IS.NOT KNOWN AT THIS TIME..THE FOLLOWING ¥
"DETAILS ON THE 18 DECEMBER AIR STRIKES ARE PRESENTED IN THREE PARTS. EACH PART
15 REPRESENTATIVE OF A WAVE OF STRIKE AIRCRAFT AND INCLUDE AIR SURVEILLANCE
IR 5» SAM AND MIG REACTIONS. 18 DECEMBER 1972- FIRST WAVE 119@-1488Z I.
NV "AIR SURVEILLANCE REFLECTIONS (FIRST WAVE) ON 13 DECEMBER BETWEEN 1149 °
AND 1624 NVN AIR SURVEILLANCE FACILITIES REFLECTED A TOTAL OF AT LEAST 129
HOSTILE AIRCRAFYT OVER NVN (INCLUDING 3@ B-52'S) IN THE AREAS OF NA SAN, HOA =
LAC, YEN BAI WEST AND N OF PHUC YEN, HANOI, EAST OF HAIPHONG, LAQS AND GULF
OF TONKIN. IN:ADDITION, ASY FACILITIES REFLECTED.A TOTAL OF 15 AIRCRAFT, 3
RAIDS WERE UNIDENTIFIED AND 12 WERE IDENTIFIED AS SMALL TYPES GPERATING IN THE
AREAS OF HANOI, PHUC YEN, KEP, HAIPHONG, YEN BAI AND LANG SON. A. WEST .0F HANOI
AT 1149Z TRACK 66d, IDENTIFIED AS TWO SMALL -TYPES, WAS INITIALLY REFLECTED OVER
T"NORTH VIETNAM AT 21-82N 186~23E HEADING NORTHEAST. THESE AIRCRAFY PROCEEDED.
NORTHWEST TO 21-38N 1@4-43E (THE AREA OF YEN-BAI) AT 1154Z BEFORE TURNING SOUTH
WEST AN EGRESSING NVH AIRSPACE AT APPROXIMATELY 12812 IN THE VICINITY OF 2@-55M
194-B3E. THIS SAME TRACK WAS AGAIN REFLECTED INSIDE HVN AIRSPACE AT 12292 AT
21-B5N 184-1BE. THE TRACK PROCEDEEDED NORTHWEST TO A LAST. NOTED POSITION OF '
21-18N 1P6-A3E. ONE TRACK WAS IDENTIFIED AS ONF F-111 WEST OF HANOI. 558 40664
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SECTION THO OF ELEVEN 2/00/_WNCK/R598-72 SPOT REPORT
EQ!lBE AVN/AVIA.DPER DAMC/1. 19 DEC 72 “NSA/UW(NS)-HCF-VRDE) AT 12'9. TRACK
NTIFIED AS 3 B-52S AT AN ALTITUDE OF 11,089 MEVERS, WAS NOTE
INGRESSING NORTH VIETNAM AND HEADINO SOUTHEAST AT 17-28N 1A5-57E TO A FINAL

LOCATION OF 17-25N 186-10E 1218Z. TRACK 82, IDENTIFIED AS ONE ALLIED
AIRCRAFT AT 7,808 METERS, NAS INITIALLY NOTED AT _21-65N 195-18E AT 1215Z AND
HEADING WESTWARD TO 21~-48N 1§5-18E AT '12222 WHERE IT TURNED SOUTH TQ 21-45N
185-18E, WEST TD 21-48N 185-B3E, NORTH TO 21-52N 1@85-83E AT 12237, THEN HEST
SOUTH WEST TO A FINAL LOCATION OF 21-48N 1HG-58E AT 1227Z. AT 1216Z TRACK 665.
PROPABLY ONE F-111 WAS REFLECTED AT 2@88 MEVERS OVER NORTH VIETNAH AT 21-H5N .
B16-50E AND HEADING EAST TD A FINAL POSITIDN AT 185-17€ AT 1218Z. AT 12282
TRACK 8#7, IDENTIFIED AS ONE ALLXED AIRCRAFT AT 4,880 HETERS. HAS NOTED AT
21-25N 1@5-58E FLYING NORTHWEST TO POSITION 21-35N 195-43E AT 1229Z. AT 12277

TRACK 666, IDENTIFIED AS A UNKNOWN NUMBER DF ALLIED AIRCRAFT HAS NOTED HEADING .
NORTH OVER NORTH VIETNAM FROM 21-88N 184-57E TO 21-15N 184~57E AY 1229Z. TRACK
848, AN UNIDENTIFIED NUMBER OF ALLIED AIRCRAFT OVER NORTH VIETHAM AT 21-15N
B5-23E AT 12352 AND HEADING SOUTH EAST. B, HAI PHONG AND HANOI AREAS TRACK
637, FOUR SMALL TYPES, REFLECTED OVER NVN AT 1212 AT 2@-23N 186-43E SOUTH 70
B-13N_ 196-37E AT 1214Z. TRACK 16, 2 SMALL TYPES AT 4pd# METERS REFLECVED AT
218 AT _28-25N 186-58E AND REMAINED IN THE GENERAL AREA' UNTIL 1255Z HHEN IT HAS
NOTED AT 2¢-42N 1P6-G3E. TRACK 18 (UX) HAS INITIAkLY REFLECTED AT 1218

=5 A\ O bt

4 g
186-43E AT 12432 TO A LAST NOTED POSITION OF 2d8-45N 187-B3E AT 12562. TRACK 36
(AMSALL TYPES AT 6, #¥@ METERS) ONLY NOTED AT 2@-15N 184-57E€ AY 1228Z. TRACK 29
(UI) FIRST REFLECTED AT 1228 AT 2d-18N 1@6-43E, NEADED ﬂEST TO0 28-28N 1E6-38E,
WAS AT 28-~32NH 1p6-38E AT 1256Z AND LAST NOTED AT 2@-28N 1§6-57E AT 1259Z. TRACK
15 (THO SMALL TYPES AT &,EN§ METERS) NOTED HEADING NORYHHEST T0 28-28N 186-358E
AT 1229, YD 28-45N 186- 18E AT 1248Z. TRACK 17 (UI) REFLECTED AT 28-62N 186-57E
AT 1231Z, HEADED WEST OVER NVN 7O 2@-38N 196-63E AT lZSSZp T0 28-35N 1@6-58E,
AT 1246Z AND LAST NOTED AY 1252 HEADING HEST FROM 2@-55N 1B6-43E. TRACK 6645
~(Ul) REFLECTED OVER KVN AT 22-18N 184-58E AT 1234Z SOUTH TO 21-18N 1§6-5JE AT
1237, SOUTH EAST TO 21-§5E 185-38E AT lZﬁlZ AND FINALLY NORTH TO 21-22N 185-37E
AT lZSIZ 558 #9665 NNNN
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-S—E—C—R—E-T-SPOKE—SECTION THREE OF ELEVEN 27004 NCK/R598-72 SPOT REPORT
%ﬂ¥ {*PE hVNIlVIA OPER;DINCII. 19 DEC 72 ‘NSAZUWCNS)=HCE-VRDE- TRACK 19 (UI)

T Y REFLECTED AT Z AT 28-32N 186-493E, WAS ACTIVE SOUTH OF HA!PHONO
AND LAST NOTED AT 1255 AY ZI-SSN 186-93E. TRACK 3§ (SIX MSALL TYPES AT 4,894
METERS) REFLECTED OVER NVN AT 28-28N 186H43E AT 1238Z, WAS ACTIVE OVER GULF OF
TONKIN SOUTHEAST OF HAIPHONG, AND LAST NOTED AT 1242Z AT 2§-32N 186-5JE. TRACK
6661 (UXI) ONLY NOTED AT 2@-15N 186-57E AT 1235Z. TRACK 6643 (4 SMALL TYPE)
FIRST NOTED OVER NVN AT 1238 AT 22-§8N 185-28E, PROCEEDED SOUTH TO 21-B5N
1@85-37E AT 1245 AND FINALLY NORTH TO 22-@5N 186-83E AT 12352Z. TRACK 28 (UI)

REFLECTED FROM 2-38N 1B6-3BE AT 1243 TD 2#-25N 186-3BE AT 1244, TRACK 35 (3
B-525) INITIALLY REFLECTED AT 1245Z AT 21-15N 185-23E, EAST T0_21-12N 1#5-54E
AT 1246Z AND SOUTH WEST TO LAST NOTED POSITION OF 2#-28N 185-17€, TRACK 37 (3
B-525) ONLY NOTED AT 1257 AT 19-35N 1#6-25E. C. HANOI TRACK 819 ¢CD) IDENTIFIED
AS’S B-52S INITIALLY REFLECTED AT 13387 IN THE THANH MOA AREA PROCEEDED NORTH
OF 26-28N 195-3§E AT 1381 SOUTHHEST 10 19-G2N 195-1BE AT 1517 AND FINALLY
SOUTHEAST TO A LAST NOTED POSITION OF 18-42N_LE5-57E, OVER THE OULF AT 1322.
BATTLE COMMANDER REPORTED AT 13227 THAT A D-52 HAS FEET HET WITH PRODABLE
BATTLE DAMAGE. TRACK 81, UI NUMBER OF AIRCRAFT WAS AT 28-35N 1§6-43E AT 1237Z.
AT 1248 TRACK 812 CUI NR) WAS REFLECTED AT 2§—48N 196-4SE HEADING NORTHWEST 10
A_LAST NOTED POSITION OF 21-1sN 1§5-43€. AT 1317 TRACK 566, IDENTTFIED AS'S '
B-525 WAS INITIALLY REFLECTED AT 18,88 METERS OVER NVN AT 28-52N 1§5-1§E
HEADING NE 10 21~BBN 1HS-SBE. TRACK AGAIN PICKED UP AT 1258 HEADING SOUTH EAST
To A LAST'NUTED POSITION OF 28-2:N 184_17E OVER LAUS AT 1239, TRACK 813 (VI WR)
REFLECTED AT 21-12N 185 43E HEADING NORTH 10 21-25N 185-43F. TRACK LAST
REFLECTED AT 1528 HEADING NORTHHE 567, 3 B-525 AT 19,808 METERS
REFLECTED OVER NVN AT 28-53N LB4-SHE HEADING NORTHEAST TO 21-13W 1
AIRCRAFT THEN PROCEEDED SOUTHEAST TO LAST NOTED POSITION OF 2§-42N_185-17EF AT
13862, TRACK 569 IDENTIFIED AS 3 B-52S AT 1,88 METERS OVER NVN AV 21-g2H
1/14-SHE_HEADING NORTHEAST T0 21-12N_ 1d5-37E. AIRCRAFT THEN PROCEEDED SOUTH AND
THEN SOUTHWEST TO A LAST NOTED POSITIDN OF 28-38N 1@5-23F AT 1383, TRACK 574,
IDENTIFIED AS 3 B-525 AT 19,808 METERS REFLECTED OVER NVN AT 21-§&N 154-57E
PROCEEDING NORTHEAST 7O 21-15N 185-43E. AIRCRAFT PROCEEDED SOUTH AND FINALLY
SOUTHEST T0 20-32N 185-23€ AT L3g8z. {RACK 818 (U NR) REFLECTED OVER NVN AT
21~18N 185-37E AND LAST NOTED AT 21-i8N 185-SE AT 1398 HEADING NORTHEAST. D,
NAM DINH AND ANOT AREAS TRACK 6682 I1DENTIFIED AS ONE ALLIED ATRCRAFY AT i3,
METERS, WAS NOTED AT 136 AT 21-52N 196-43E, AT 21-55N 186-43E AT 1389 AND [AST
HOTED AT 1312 AT 21-52N 1M6-5BE. TRACK 575, 3 B-525 AT 19,888 REFLECTED OVER
NVH AT 21-15H 185-18€ HEADINO EAST TO 2i~I5N 195-37E AND FINALLY SOUTH TO 558
18666 NINN
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—SECTION FOUR OF ELEVEN 2/00 ck/R598-72 SPOT REPDRT
AVNIAVIA-UPER.DAHCII. 19 DEC 72 ‘NSA/ )=HCF-VYRDE A LAST NOTED

Fﬁ TION OF 21-g5N 185-37E AT 1389. TRACK 8#8 (Ul) INITIALLY REFLECTED AT 1316
AT 21-82N 1864~57E PROCEEDED TO LAST NOTED POSITION OF 2§-42N 186-43E AT 1317Z.
TRACK 576 €UI) NOTED ONLY AT 2§~38N 1§4-37E AT 1315. TRACK 821 (2 ALLIED)
REFLECTED AT 1316 AT 21-18N 1§6-83E Aﬂg PROCEEDED SOUTH TO 21-82N 1¥6-38E AT
13212. TRACK 577, 3 B-525 AT 1§,B8 METERS REFLECTED OVER NVN AT 21-g8N 185-23E,
HEADED SOUTH TO 2§-38N 185-23E AV 1326 AND FINALLY PROCEEDED SOUTHWEST T0 A

LAST NOTED POSITION OF 2N-N2N 194-23E OVER LAOS HEADING SDUTNHEST. TRACK 579
(UI) ONLY HOTED AT 1329 DVER LAOS AT 1329Z. TRACK 674, 3 B-525 AT 1

#,888, -
METERS ONLY REFLECTED OVER NVN AT 21-15N 1§4-43E AT 1329, TRACK 823, IDENTIFIED

4 ALLIED AT 4, Had HE‘ERS- REFLECTED OVER THE GULF AT 29-32N 1H06-43E AT 13322
HEADING SOUTH TO LAST NOTED POSITION OF 28-18N IIG-STE AT 1335Z. TRACK 826 ur
NR) REFLECTED AT UI ALY OVER AT 29-538N 105~-50E AT 1337, PROCEEDED 7O 2§-58N
145-43E, TO 29~52N 185-G3E, TO LAST NOTED POSITIDN OF 28-58N 185-54E AT 1361Z.
TRACK 813 (UI) REAPPEARED AT 13392 AT 28-58N 1@5-30E. TRACK 676, TWO ALLIED AT
6,883 METER; REFLECTED OVER NVN AT 2§-48N -185-37E AT 1411 AND HEADED SDUTHHES{

1 1 E AT R

19 (UI) ONLY REFLECTED AT 1393 AT 28-18N 186-43E. TRACK 37 (UD) ONLY REFlECTED
AT 19-38N 185-37E AT _1385Z. TRACK 36 (UI) ONLY NOTED AT 2§-32N 1B6-38E AT
13832. TRACK 6687 (UI) TRACKED FROM 2]1-g2N 186-23E AT 132' DUE WEST TO 21-82N
146-19E AT 1321Z. TRACK 16, THO SMALL TYPES AT 4,UP8 ONLY NOTED AT 29-22N
186-18E AT 132827, TRACK 6693, THO SMALL TYPES, REFLECTED OVER NVN AT 1327Z A
28-65N 195-37E, NORTHEAST TO 2§-38N 186-23E AT 1329Z. TRACK 42 (FOUR SMALL TYPE
AT 2,888 METERS) REFLECTED OVER NVN AT 2@-22N 1#6-~38E AT 13 Z. HAS TRACKED
SOUTH TD 29-P8N 186-38E, AND SOUTHEAST OVER THE GULF OF T N TO 19-58N
1B86-93E AT 14§12. E. MDC CHAU AREA TRACK 588 (TWO SMALL TYPES) HAS TRACKED FROM
28-28N 194-50E AT 1458Z TO 2@-32N 184-58E AT 1459. TRACK 686 (THO SMALL TYPES)
HAS REFLECTED FROM 28-35N 196-37E AT 1556Z, NORTH YO 2§-55N 1N4-58E AT 16882
AND FINALLY SOUTHWEST TO 2§-55N 1'4 S3E OVER LAOS AT 1628Z. TRACK 862 (ONE U!)
INITIALLY NOTED AT 21-28N 185-3S8E A Tlél?p WAS TRACKED SOUTH T0 2#-42N 1@5-34€E

~SDUTHHEST TO 2@-12N 1864-17E OVER LAODS AT 1623Z. TRACK 843 (ONE UI) HWAS TRACKED
FROM 28-48N 186-1HE AT 1619 EAST 7O ZI-QON 186-G3E AT 1624. TRACK 19 (TWO SMALL
TYPES, 3,0A@8 METERS) ONLY NOTED AT 1658 AV 2p- llN l!é-SlE. TRACK 58 (UI) WAS
TRACKED FROM 28-55N 184-57E AT 1455, 558 98667 N
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ZEM
rs—s—e—a—e—*—sreif&secrron FIVE OF ELEVEN 2/004 NCK/R598-72 SPOT REPORY
SONGBIRD AVN/AVIA,OFER,DAMC/I: 19 DEC- 72 :NSA/UL J-HCF-VRDE SOUTHWEST TO

19-58N 186-50E OVER LADS. TRACK 2@ (2 SMALL TYPES AT &,d8¢ METERS) ONLY NOTED

AT 1681 AT 28-45N 186-43E. YI. SAM REACTION C(FIRST WAVE) FROM 11882 70 14592,
SIX NUN SAM BATTALIONS WERE NOTED IN REACTION .TO U.§.. AIR-STRIKES IN THE- HANOL~..
AREA. A MINIMUM OF THIRTEEN MISSILES WERE LAUNCHED RESULTING IN THE LOSS OF ONE
B~52 C(CHARCOAL #3) AND SEVERE DAMAGE TO ANOTHER (LILAC) WHICH RECOVERED AT
UTAPAD, THAILAND ((1)). TWO OF THE REACTING UNITS ARE SUBORDINATE YO THE 267TH
SAM REGIMENT AND ARE DEPLOYED IN THE GENERAL THANH HOA AREA. ONE OF TH

REACTING UNIYS, SUBORDINATE TO THE 264TH SAM REGIMENT IS DEPLOYED IN THE HANOI
AREA. ONE UNIT; POSSIBLY ASSOCIATED WITH THE 272ND SAM REGIMENT, IS DEPLOYED IN
THE. HANOXI AREA, AND TWO OTHER U/I_BATTALIONS ARE DEPLOYED.IN.THE,GENERAL.. -
HAIPHONG.AREA. .BETWEEN 1328Z AND 1364Z A MESSAGE FROM AN UNIDENTIFIED NVN AIR "
OPERATIONS STATION REPORTED THAT SONE AIRCRAFT WAS BURNING AND FALLING. BURNING ~

RAPIDLY. DON'T KNOW IF IT WAS ONE OF OURS OR ONE OF HIS.8 POST-LAUNCH s ey

CONVERSATIONS BETWEEN 13342 AND -1337Z INDICATE THAT BATTALIONS 51 AND 52 OF THE
267TH SAM REGIMENT, POSSIBLY LOCATED IN THE VICINITY OF 19-18N 1@5-238E OR e
-2@-14N 1@5-51E CVN55@8), APPARENTLY LAUNCHED TWO MISSILES EACH AT THE SAME B-52 -
AT 13172, THREE OF THE MISSILES EXPLODED WELL, IN PROXIMITY TO THE TARGEY. ONE

- OF THE MISSILES LAUNCHED BY BATTALION 52 WAS SLOW TO DETONATE AND WENT PAST THE
gARGET PRIOR TO DETONATION. BETWEEN 1537ZAND 1548Z, TWO UNIDENTIFIED. ﬁr.ﬂxER5.=
0SSIBLY ASSOCIATED WITH THE 234TH SAM REGIMENY (HANOI AREA), DISCULSSED

*. PROCEDURES 70 BE FOLLOWED ¢ IN THE MORNINGS FOR REPORTING $THE HTAKHESSES RHD..w"

IMPROVEMENTS. IN THE BATTLE SITUATION THAT JUST PASSED.$ ONE OF THE- SPFAKEIS=—E
: THEN REPORTED THAT ONE PILOT WAS CAPTURED NEAR AN UNIDENTIFIED JMIT. HEITHER vy,
THE PILOT®S IDENTITY NOR THE TYPE AIRCRAFY SHOT DOWN WAS DISCLOSED. LATFR,:.: - '
BETWEEN 16292 AND 16402, BATTALION 76 OF THE 26GTH SAM REGIMENT, DErlOYLD Jusv
YO THE WESY OF HANOI, REPORTED THE LAUNCH OF THREE MISSILES AY TWD B-5%75. A
TWO~ MISSILE SALVD WAS LAUNCHED AT 1256Z AND A SINGLE MISSILE AT 1322Z.. THEwe»
ACTUAL DOWNING OF ‘THE INTENDED TARGET(S) WAS NOT DISCLOSED((1)). 'BETNEEN 18832
AND 18332 BATTALTON 59 OF THE PROBABLE 272ND SAM REGIMENT- CUNLOCATED, HANOX . .-
__AREA),  REPUORTED LAUNCHING FOUR MISSILES AT UNIDENTFIED HOSTILE AXIRCRAFT, TWA.AT .
—13852 Aun TWO AT 1315Z. THE. FIRST TWO MISSILES REPORTEDLY SHOT THE:-AIRCRAFT ..
* DOWN SIN-A-BALL OF FLAMESS. IN SUMMING UP THE SECOND LAUNCH, THE SPEAKER T
REPORTED ‘THAT AFTER THE FIRST MISSILE DETONATED JAMMING DISAPPEARED AND THE - - '
TARGET WAS OBSERVED TO HAVE BURST INTO A LARGE BALL OF FLAMES. BATTALION 57, OF

+ ALSO THE PROBABLE 272ND REGIMENT REPORTEDLY OBSERVED THAT TARGET HIT THE GROUND ~
IN A LARGE BALL OF FLAME IN A LATER MESSAGE, AN UNIDENTIFYIED SAM UNIT REPORTED -
THAT, $AT 13P8Z, WE SHOT DOWN ONE B~52 AT THON KIM AHH (21-13N 1¢5-45E) WHICH “*
IS NEAR PHU LO (21-12N 1B5-51E). ACCORDING TO THE PRELIMINARY REPORT, THERE e

“WERE EIVE PIRATE PILOTS. TWO ARE DEAD AND WE WERE ABLE TD CAPTURE THREE OF

1)
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GEEE

)
)
)
)



DOCID: 4131940

—seen-s—r—-sﬂo*é“

T

AT 13pBZ. BELIEVE THAT ONE OF THE LAUNCHES CONDUCTED BY BATTALION 59 WAS .
RESPONSIBLE FOR THE LOSS OF THIS AIRCRAFT AND THE ABOVE MESSAGE IS A PARTIAL
REFLECTION OF THE CREW STATUS. 850 88668 NNNN
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* &HEN.S CHARCOAL #3 WAS SCHEDULED FOR TIME OVER TARGET (TOT) JUST NORTH OF HANOL lCI (_,
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SECTIUN EIGHY OF ELEVEN 2-00 CKIRS?I-72 SPOT REPORT
QVNIAVIA OPER,DAMC/I.; 19 DEC 72 NSAZUR ~HCF=-V ’THE DlHlGE T0 THE
R B2) RETURNINO FROH A STRIKE MISSION IN THE VICIN!TY 1-89N
llS-SlE THE DAMAGE WAS OF SUFFICIENT SEVERITY TO FORCE THE CREHW TO IAll OUT IN
THE VICINITY OF NAM PHONG THAILAND (POSSIBLY 16-43N 192-43E). ALL CREW MEMBERS
HERE RECOVERED SAFELY. AT 17§82 AN UNIDENTIFIED SAM BATTALION IN THE HAIPHONG
AREA LAUNCHED ONE MISSILE. III. MIO R ECYIgN (SECOND WAVE) AT 1732Z HANOI BACH

MAI REPORTED THAT A MIG-2] WAS AIRBORNE; EVER, NO FURTHER REFLE 0

S HI E SEEN. SHORTLY THEREAFTER 1888Z THE PHUC YEN CONTROLLER REVEALED
THAT HE HAD NO OPERATIONAL RUNNWAYS. 1838 ON MIG-21 WAS ON STRI
HANOI GIA LAM, AND AT 1856 ANOTHER MIG-21 HAS ON STRIP ALERT AT THE SAME
AIRFIELD, 18 DECEMBER 1972- THIRD WAVE 2d¥H~22838Z I. NVN ASV REFLECTXONS (THIRD
WAVE) BETWEEN 2B4BZ AND 2237Z, NVN AIR SURVEILLANCE FACILITIES REFLECTED A

MINIMUM OF 45 HOSTILE AIRCRAFT INCLUDING AT LEASY 12 B-52S, NORTH OF 2§ DEGREES
OVER NVN. THE AIRCRAFT WERE YRACKED MAINLY IN THE HANOI AND Pnuc YEN,  AREAS,
INGRESSING AND EGRESSING OVER LAOS. THERE WAS ALSO AT LEAST é UNIDENTIFIED TYPE
AIRCRAFT ACTIVE IN THE HAIPHONG AREA. A. HANOI AND HAIPHONG AREAS TRACK 655
IDENTIFIED AS ONE LARGE TYPE WAS NOTED INGRESSING FROM 23-3&N 184-23E lN LAOS
TD 28-58N 184-57E AT 2848/2841Z, TRACK 657 WAS REFLECTED FROM. 21¥31Z TD21132
FLYING FROM 28-25N 1#6-17E YO 2§-28N 186-19€ THEN TURNING SOUTHWESTERLY TO
208-12M ll5-5lE. FROH 21-5Z T0 212HZ, TRACK 779, IDENTIFIED AS A PROBABLE F-111,
HAS REFLECTED AT 21-15N 186-23E IN THE VICINITY OF KEP INITIALLY HEADING IN A
WEST- NORTHHESYERLY DIRECTION TO 21-28N 1#5~57E WHERE IT VURNED TO A
NORTHEASTERLY DIRECTYION. AV 2112, TRACK 779 WAS REFLECTED AT 21-48N 1H6-17E
YIHERE HE TURNED TO-A NDRTHHESTERLY DIRECTION. AT 2118Z, TRACK 779 WAS AT 21-55N
186- llE WHERE HE _TURNED 7O A SOURTHERWESTERLY HEADING, TRACK 779 HAS DROPPED AT
21-65N 1¢5-1@E. TRACK 658, IDENTIFIED AS 3 B525, HAS REFLECTED AT 21852
INGRESSING NORTH VIETNAM SOUTH EAST OF THANH HOA AT 19-32N 1#5-57E. AT 21662
TRACK 658 HAS - REFLECTED TURNING NORTH AT 1932N 1 ¥5-43E. TRACKING WAS DRDPPED AT
21897 AT 19-38N 1§5-43E. ATIZIZ9Z TRACK 781,2 UNIDENTIFIED TYPES, WAS NOTED

2131Z. THE ATRCRAFT THEN TURNED NORTH EAST TO 28-58N 186-5NE AND THEN AGAIN
SQUTHHARR 1O 26 45N LB-43E AT 21382 WHERE HE TURNED SOUTHEAST BORES STHg OVER
~THE GULF OF TONKIN TD 29-22N 187-83 AT 2163Z. AT 2138Z, TRACK 522 WAS REFLECTED

PASSING THE LAOSIAN 855 a5e71  Nunn _
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i’Hgk1 -AVNZAVIA,OPER, DAMCZE, 19 DEC 72 (NSA7U )-HCF~-VRDE’ BORDER HEADING IN
STERLY DIRECTION TO 21-18N 1BG-1TE AT 2138Z. THE TRACK THEN TURNED

EASTNARD TO POSITIDN 21-18N 1¥5-18E AT 2146Z TURNING SOUTHEAST TO 2§-52N
195~43E AT 2158Z. THE TRACK THEN WEST NORTHEAST TO 2#-S5N 185-58E AT 21541 T0
28-58N 185-493F AT 21562Z. TRACK 522 WAS FINALLY NOTED EGRESSING AT 2@-25N
186-23€ OVER LAOS. TRACK 516 IDENT!FI D AS § SMALL TYPES HAS REFLECTED FROM
2135Z T0 2221Z. THE INITIAL PLOT WAS AT 21-15N llﬁ-SlE HEADING I
NORTHEASTERLY DIRECTION TO 21-25N 195-23E AT 2136 DIRECTION THEN TURNED
SOUTHEAST _TO 21-85N 1l5-5lE AT 2144Z, THE THEN TURNED SUUTHHEST 1D _28-52N
195-235E AT 21582, THEN SOUTHWARD TO 2¥-2ZN 1#5-17E AT_22@5Z, TRACKING THEN
REFLECTED TRACK 516 HEADING DUE NORTH TOD 2#-52N 185-17E AY 2288Z WHERE HE
TURNED EAST TO 28-55N 1@5-G3E AT 2218Z. TRACKING THEN TURNED SOUTHEAST TO
2d8-38N 185-57E AT 2214Z, MWEST T0O 2' SBN 185-43€ ‘AT 2216Z, THEN SOUTH WEST TO A
FINAL POSITION AT 19-58N 1@5-83E 2221Z. TRACK 526 IDENTIFIED AS THREE I-SZS
WAS INITIALLY NOTED AT 2282Z AT 2!48" 1846~18€E INGRESSING NORTH VIETNAM FROM
LADOSC(3)) AT 2286Z AT POSITION 21-@2N 184-17E, VRACK 526 TURNED TD A NORTH
EASTERLY DIRECTION TO0 21-15N 185-83E AT 22132 THE TRACKING THEN FOLLOWED A
GENERALLY EASTERLY DIRECTION TO 21-12N 1#5-23E AT 2216Z TO 21-15N 1§5-58E AT
2216Z. TRACK 526 WAS LAST REFLECTED AT 2d-28N 1§6-5@E AT 2219Z HEADING
SOUTHHEST TOWARD LAOS. AT 2135Z TRACK 956 IDENTIFIED AS & UNIDENTIFIED TYPES
HWAS INITIAL%}snglECTED AT 21-18N 1@5~38E. THE AIRCRAFT THEN WENT TO 21-25N

1 3 G
SOUTHEASTNARD TO 21-18" 195-58E AT 2161Z. THE FINAL POSITION FOR TRACK 954 WAS
21-18N 186-17E AT 2155Z. TRACK 528 WAS INITIALLY REFLECTED INGRESSING NORTH
VIETNAM AT 28-~25N 186-37E HEADING IN A NORTHHEST DIRECTION 7O 2#-48N 1§6-3HE A
2148Z. TRACK 523 UNIDENTIF!ED AS 70 NUMBER AND TYPE WAS INITIALLY REFLECTED AT
2164Z AT LOCATIDN 21-12N 185-37E AND HEADING IN A SOUTHEAST DIRECTION TOWARD
HANOXI. AT 2145Z THE TRACKING TURNED WESTWARD AT LOCATION 21-@2N 18S5-58E. TRACK
523 TURNED SOUTHEAST AT 21-12N 1#5-§3E AT 2!691 EGRESSING OVER lAOS WITH A
FINAL PDSITION AT 2§-B8N 1@3-57E AT 2153. TRACK 519 IDENTIFIED AS 3 B-525 HAS
INITIALLY REFLECTED AT 2154Z AT 21-28N 185-93E HEADING SOUTH HEST. TRACKING WAS
FINALLY DROPPED AT 2287Z AT 2@-18N 184-23E OVER LAOS. TRACK 782, 4 UNIDENTIFIED

~TYPE AIRCRAFT, WAS REFLECTED ORBITING NEAR THE HAIPHONGAREA FROM 2157Z T

22@83Z. THE ORBIT EXTENDED FROM 2@8-48N 186-38E TD 28-45N 186-37E. TRACK 667 HAS
INITIALLY REFLECTED AT 2238Z AT 28-52N 184-23E HEADING EAST T0 2@-52N llﬁ*l!E
AT 2231Z, THE TRACK THEN CHANGED DIRECTIDN SOUTHEAST TO 29-15N 1@5-18E THEN
NORTHEAST TO A FINAL POSITION OF 28-32N 1§5-23E, B. HANOI, PHUC YEN AND YEN DAI
AREAS TRACK 7, 2 SMALL TYPES, WAS INITIALLY NOTED AT 21292 AT 21 42“ 185-17E
AT 388 METERS HEADING WEST TO 21-38N 185-§3E AT 213BZ WHER NED
SOUTHEAST TO 21-28N 185-23E€ AT 2131Z. TRE TRACK THEN TURNED SOUTNHARH TO 26-5358
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I%ENIIRD RVNIAVIApOPER.DkMCIIZ 19 DEC 72 NSA/U S)-HCF*VRD TRACK
SHA YPES HAS IHITIALLY NOTED AT 28-55N 1§5-57E AT 2139Z AND
HEADING NORTH T ISN 185-50E AT 21402 WHERE IV HEADED NORTHEAST TD A FINAL
F 21- lBN 186-1PE AT 2148Z. TRACK 629, UNIDENTIFIED AS 7O NUHIER AND
TYPE, HAS INITIALLY NOTEDAT 2157Z AT POSITION 21-52N 1#5-SSE HEADING IN A
WESTERLY DIRECTION T0 21~-62N 185-17E TURNINO SOUTHEAST YO A FINAL POSITION AT
21382 OF 21~-38N 105-37E. TRACK 626, UNIDENTIFIED AS TO NUMBER AND TYPE, WAS
GIVEN A SINGLE POSITION AT 21362 AT 21-48N 184-43E. TRACK 1§, IDENTIFIED As 2
SMALL TYPES, WAS INITIALLY NOTED AT 2286Z AV 21-22N 1§5-39E AND F AN
ERATIC ROUTE T0 21-22N ll5-63€ AT 22152, 21-12N 105-57E AT 22162, 2
196-A3E AT _2217Z, 21-22N 185-38E AT 2221Z, TO A FINAL PSOTIDN OF 21 -ZSN ll‘-lSE
AT 2223Z. TRACK 22, IDENTIFIED AS 4 SMALL TYPES WAS INITIALLY REFLECTED A
22202 AT 28-52N 1@5-14E AND GIVEN A FINAL POSITION OF 28-52N IIS-ZSE L) ZZZZZ.
JRACK 11 IDENTIFIED AS 2 SMALL TYPES WAS NOTED AT 2226Z AT 21-85N 185-57E.
TRACK 11 ORBITED SOUTHWEST TO NORTHEAST BETWEEN ZI—ISN 195-57E T0 2§-55N
185-58E WITH A FINAL POSITION AT 29-55N 185-58E WITH A FINAL POSITION AT 28-55N
185-58E AT 22387, TRACK 23 UNIDENTIFIED AS TO NUMIER AND TYPE WAS REFLECTED
FLYI NG IN A SOUTHEASTERLY DIRECTION FROM 2225Z A 21-'2* 1§5-§3E 70 28-58M
185-10E 22392 TO A FINAL POSITION OF 2§-45N 193-19E AT 22342, I SAM
REACTION (THIRD WAVE) ~BETREEN 20§8Z AND 22887, AT LEAST FOUR SAM REGIMENTS
WERE NOTED REACTING TO THE AIRSTRIKES--THE 238TH REOIMENI IN THE HAIPHONO AREA,
THE 23GTH AND 272ND REGIMENTS IN THE HANDI PHU YEN AREAS AND AN UNIDENVIFIED
UNIT IN YHE NAM DINH AREA. A MINIMUM OF SIX MISSILES HERE REPORVED BY LAUNCHED,
ONE OF WHICH DAMAGED B-52 ROSE H1, WHICH SUBSEQUENTLY CRASHED IN THAILAND HHILE
ATTEMPTING TO RECOVER AT UDORN ((3)). INITIAL SAM REFLECVIONS OF THE THIRD WAVE
OF STRIKE AIRCRAFT WERE REPORTED BY THE 238TH THE SAM REGIMENT OF 2189Z. THE
REGIMENT LAUNCHED ONE, POSSIBLY TWO MISSILES AT 2138Z. AT 2118Z, NVN AIR
OPERATIONS FACILITIES CARRIED A MESSAGE FROM HANDI BACH MAI TO AN UNLOCATED
STATIDN WHICH STATED, ©HAVE B-52 ACTIVITY., COMMAND HEADQUARTERS IS IN CONDITIDN
E.$. AT 2136Z AN UNIDENTIFIED DATTALION SUBORDINATE TO THE 234TH REOIMENT
(HANOI PHUC YEN AREA) LAUNCHED ONE MISSILE AT AN UNIDENTIFIED TARGET. NO
FURTHER DETAILS ARE KNOWN. IMMEDIATELY THEREAFTER, AT 2161Z, BATTALION 59 OF
=THE PROBABLE 272ND SAM REGIMENT LAUNCHED AS SINOLE MISSILE. NO RESULTS HERE
REPORTED -BUT AT 2168Z, AN UNIDENTIFIED SAM UNIT REPORTED SHOOTING DOWN ONE
ALRCRAFY AND CAPTURING THE PILOT I5 KILOMETERS WEST OF HANOI. THE IDENTITY OF
THE ILOT WAS NOT REEVEALED NOR THE TYPE OF AIRCRAFT THO MORE LAUNCHES HERE
CONDUCIED AT 2156Z, THO 758 8P6273 NNNN
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s ﬁmmvuavu.oren {DAMC/L. 19 DEC 72 NSAZUM(WS)=HCE-VRDE! MISSILES BY AN

FIED HAIPHONE AREA BATTALION AND ONE BY AN UNIDENTIFIED HANOI A
UNIT.' AT 22192, AN UNIDENYIFIED SAM BATTALION, PROBABLY LOCATED TO THESOUTH OF

HANOI, REPORVED THA B-52 H IEEN SHOT DOWN. NO FURTHER AMPLIFYING DATA WAS
PASSED. LATER, IETHEEN 23582, DECEMBER AND §§H2Z, 19 DECENBER A CONVERSATION
BETHEEN THE 264TH SAM REGIHENT AND IATTALIOH 78 REVEALED THAT A PILOT HAD BEEN
CAPTURED AT A AAA UNIT TO THE WEST OF 'THE 264TH REGIMENT. NEITHER THE IDENTITY

OF THE PILOT NOR THE TYPE OF AIRCRAFT WAS REVEALED. 1I1. MIO REACTIONS(THIRD
WAVE) MIG-21°S WERE ACTIVE AGAIN AT 2038 RHEN THO HERE ON STRIP ALERY A
LAM. AT 2139 DHE DF THESE H 16°S, A FISHBED J LED T
HWORK WITH THE BAI THUOGN C NTaDilE AND THE SENIOR GCI CONTROLLER. AT 2
DRUPPED HIS AUXllllRY FUEL TANKS AND SPOTTED TWO F-4°'S TO HIS RIGHT. ON
ATER HE FIRED A MIDDILE., APPARENTLY WITHOUT SUCCESS. AT 2154 HE WAS B
FDLLONED BY F-4'S ANOTHER MIG-2]1 PROBABLY FROM GIA LAM JOINED THE FIRST
2157, BOTH AIRCRAFY HERE ‘VECTORED TOHARD A B~52 11KMS AWAY AND SAH THEI
AT 22@2 WHEN IT WAS 8NM AHAY. DURING THE NEXT SEVERAL MINUTES, THE MIG'S
MANEUVERED, SPOTTING THREE LARGE $HOSTILES$AT 2285, TWO AT 22§6, AND
UNIDEHTIFXED NUMBER OF $HOSTILES AT 22@8Z%. AFTER BEING -WARNED TD PAY ATTENTION
TO HIS REAR, ONE MIG REPORTED DAMAGE AT 2214 AND WITHDREW FROM COMBAT, AT 2218
GIA LAM REPORTED THAT THE AIRFIELD WAS $BURNING GREATLYO AND AT 2229 THAT THE
RAILROAD STATION WAS ¢BURNING BRIGHTLY.$ ONE OF THE MIG'S (THE SAHE HIO-ZI
REFERENCED EARLIER AT 1854Z ON STRIP ALERT AT HANOI GIA LAM) LANDED AT OIA
AT 2238, BUT, ACCDRDINO T0 PRELIMINARY(REFERENCED EARLIER AT 17321 A!RIORNE OUT
OF BACH MAI) THE OTHER MIG HAS NOT NOTED IN LANDING COMMUNICATIONS. ((1)) (USA29
CRITIC 18-72 18714852 DEC AND FOLLOW-UPS, 2/00/VYCK/ R1349-72 18 DEC 72. ((2))
{USA29 CRITIC 11-72 1371811Z DEC AND FOLLOH UPS. ((3))<USAZ9 CRITIC 12-72
18/22142 DEC AND FOLLOW UPS. 654 #8674 NNNR
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